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WASHINGTON AFTEE THE KEVOLTJTION, 1784-1799. 

BY WILLIAM S. BAKER. 

(Continued from page 215.) 

1798. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3. 

At Mount Vernon : " September 3. — In the Morning to 
breakfast came Gen 1 [John] Marshall & M r Bushrod Wash- 
ington — and to dinner the At y Gen 1 Cha s Lee M r Herbert 
M r Keith & Doc Craik." — Washington's Diary. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5. 

At Mount Vernon : " September 5. — Gen 1 Marshall & M r 
B. Washington went to a dinner in Alex a given to the 
former by the Citizens there & returned. September 6. — 
M r Marshall & M r B. Washington went away before break- 
fast." — Washington's Diary. 

John Marshall (Chief- Justice of the United States, 1801-35) was appointed 
in June, 1797, an envoy to France, in conjunction with Charles Cotesworth 
Pinckney and Mbridge Gerry. The envoys arrived at Paris in October, 
and were shortly approached by secret agents (X. Y. Z.) of Talleyrand 
with a demand for money, — fifty thousand pounds sterling for private ac- 
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274 Washington after the Revolution, 1798. 

count and a loan to the government. These suggestions were repelled with 
indignation, and a paper prepared by Mr. Marshall was sent to the minis- 
ter, which set forth with great precision and force of argument the views 
and requirements of the Uniiad States and their earnest desire for maintain- 
ing friendly relations with France. But it availed nothing, and Pinckney 
and Marshall, who were Federalists, were ordered to leave the territory of 
France, while Gerry, as a Eepublican, was allowed to remain. The news 
of these events was received in this country with the deepest indignation, 
and when Mr. Marshall returned in June, 1798, he was everywhere re- 
ceived with marks of the highest respect and approval for the course he 
had pursued. The public dinner given to him at Alexandria, noted in the 
Diary, was one of other demonstrations of a like character, that given at 
Philadelphia on June 23 being noteworthy in consequence of the introduc- 
tion of Mr. Pinckney's celebrated sentiment, " Millions for defence, but not 
a cent for tribute," as one of the toasts. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20. 

At Washington City: "September 20. — Went up to the 
Federal City— Dined & lodged at M r Tho s Peters. Septem- 
ber 21. — Examined in company with the Com 18 some of the 
Lots in the Vicinity of the Capital & fixed upon N° 16 in 
634 to build on. Dined & lodged at M r Laws. September 22. 
— Came home with M r T. Peter wife & 2 children to 
Dinner." — Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30. 

At Alexandria : " September 30. — Went to Church in 
AlexV — Washington's Diary. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5. 

At Mount Vernon : " October 5. — Doct r Thornton — M r 
Law and a M r Baldo a Spanish Gentleman from the Ha- 
vanna came to Dinner. October 6. — M r Bushrod Washing- 
ton & Capt* Blackburn came to dinner & M r Tho 8 Peter 
returned in the afternoon from New Kent. October 7. — 
M r B. Washington & Capt n Blackburn went away after 
BreakfV — Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9. 

At Washington City : " October 9 th 10 and eleventh absent 
— in the Federal City." — Washington's Diary. 
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SATUKDAY, OCTOBER 13. 

At Mount Vernon : " October 13. — Gen 1 Lee, Capt* Pres- 
ley Thornton & M r T. Peters came to dinner. October 14. — 
Gen 1 Lee & Capt n Thornton went away after breakfast & 
M r Booker came at Night." — Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16. 

At Mount Vernon : " October 16. — The Attorney Gen 1 of 
the United States Lee and Lady & M r W m Craik dined here 
& ret d ." — Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18. 

At Mount Vernon : " My opinion always has been (how- 
ever necessary to be in a state of preparation) that no 
formidable invasion is to be apprehended from Prance, 
while Great Britain and that country are at War ; not from 
any favorable disposition the latter has towards us, but 
from actual inability to transport Troops and the Munitions 
of War, while their ports are blockaded. That they would 
willingly, and perhaps necessarily, employ their forces in 
such an enterprise in case of Peace I have little doubt, un- 
less adverse fortune in their foreign relations — a Revolu- 
tion at home — or a wonderful change of sentiment in the 
governing powers of their country, should take place." — 
Washington to Timothy Pickering. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28. 

At Mount Vernon : " October 28.— The Att* Gen 1 TJ. S. 
M r Jn° Hopkin & M r Ch 8 T. Mercer dined here & returned." 
— Washington's Diary. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5. 

Leaves Mount Vernon : " November 5. — I set out on a 
journey to Phil a about 9 oclock with M r Lear my Secretary 
— was met at the Turnpike by a party of horse & escorted 
to the Perry at George Town where I was rec d with Mili- 
tary honors lodged at M r T. Peters." — Washington's Diary. 

11 Alexandria, November 6. — Yesterday about 11 o'clock, arrived in 
town, on his way to the seat of the Federal Government — his excellency 
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Lieutenant-General GEOKGE WASHINGTON, accompanied by his Sec- 
retary Colonel Lear. He was met at "West End and escorted into town by 
Colonel Eitzgerald's and Captain Young's troops of cavalry, and the com- 
pany of Alexandria blues, under the command of Captain Piercey. When 
he alighted at Gadsby's tavern, the blues fired a continental salute of 16 
rounds. The troops of horse escorted the General to the ferry at George 
Town where the George Town troop were in waiting to pay him the same 
token of respect." — Claypoole's American Daily Advertiser, November 10. 

" George Town, November 6. — Lieutenant General WASHINGTON, ar- 
rived on the Virginia shore of the Potomak, yesterday, about 1 o'clock ; to 
which place he was escorted by a party of horse from Alexandria. Five 
gentlemen of George Town, in uniform, received him into a yawl and 
passed the river while the infantry and artillery on the Maryland side by 
several discharges, honoured their illustrious chief. The George Town 
troop of horse and the other military companies then escorted him into the 
city of Washington and after firing a number of rounds, they and the 
whole assemblage of spectators retired. This morning early he who * amidst 
all plaudits takes command' resumed his journey, attended by the horse. 

u The warriors of Homer were aided by the Gods — oratory and poetry 
awoke the spirits of * departed heroes ;' and perhaps nothing on earth more 
nearly resembles obtaining the aid of the immortal heroes of Elysium, than 
when a WASHINGTON, venerable from age, from experience and from 
former services — surrounded by virtues and glory, leaves l his choice re- 
treat' and 'blest abode,' for the cares of mortals and military scenes." — 
Idem, 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6. 

At Spurrier's Tavern : " November 6. — Breakfasted at 
Bladensburgh — dined & lodged at Spurriers Escorted by 
horse." — Washington's Diary. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7. 

At Baltimore : " November 7. — Breakfasted at Baltimore 
— dined at Websters, & lodged at Hartford — Met at Spur- 
riers by the Baltimore horse & escorted in and out by the 
same — Viewed a Brigade of Militia at Bait 6 .' 5 — Washington's 
Diary. 

" Baltimore, November 7. — This morning arrived in town, the Chief who 
unites all hearts. He left Spurriers pretty early, and lighted at Bryden's 
about 8 o'clock, escorted in by Captains Hollingsworth's and Bentalon's 
troops, who went out last evening for that purpose. About 10, the 5th and 
27th regiments (as many as from the shortness of the notice could get 
ready) had the gratification of being reviewed by him in Market street, 
much to the satisfaction of a large concourse of spectators who thronged 
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around him, again to behold at once the venerable Cincinnatus and com- 
mander in chief of America. The City Company, capt. Harris, waited on 
the general at his quarters, personally to congratulate him on once more 
seeing him among them in health, and made open ranks for him to pass 
through as he came out to review the troops. He was accompanied, as he 
marched in front of the line, by generals Smith and Swan ; his secretary, 
Mr. Lear ; judge Chase, and several other gentlemen. About 11 he pro- 
ceeded on his way to Trenton, escorted out by the Fell *s Point troop. 

" The object of the commander in chief in going to Trenton, is, we under- 
stand, to attend a grand council of the executive and general military 
officers of the union. The president, and the three late unsuccessful am- 
bassadors to France, we also learn, are to be present. 1 

" Americans ! what measure of gratitude is not due to a man, loaded with 
years and glory, who so ardently wished to terminate his days in the peace- 
ful shades of Mount Vernon, again coming forth, to sustain the thought of 
council and the fatigue of war, to perpetuate that liberty which he so glori- 
ously achieved for his country." — Claypoole's American Daily Advertiser , 
November 10. 

THUKSDAY, NOVEMBER 8. 

At Elkton, Maryland : " November 8. — Breakfasted at 
Susquehanna escorted by the Hartford horse — dined at 
Elkton and lodged at Christiana brdge." — Washington's 
Diary. 

" November 9. — Breakfasted in Wilmington & dined & lodged at Chester 
— wait* at the latter the Eeturn of an Exp 8 , at this place was met by sev 1 
Troops of Phil a horse." — Washington 1 s Diary. 

SATUKDAY, NOVEMBER 10. 

At Philadelphia: "November 10. — With this Escort I 
arrived in the City about 9 oclock & was rec d by Gen 1 
M c Phersons Blues & was escorted to my lodgings in 8 th 

1 Shortly after the adjournment of Congress, on the 16th of July, the 
public offices were removed to Trenton, New Jersey, in consequence of the 
prevalence of yellow fever in Philadelphia. The President also went to 
Quincy, Massachusetts, and did not return to the city until November 23, 
having been detained by the illness of Mrs. Adams. All danger from the 
fever was, however, over by the end of October, and a proclamation to that 
effect was issued by the city authorities on the first day of November. 
Washington, therefore, met the Secretary of War and Major-Generals 
Hamilton and Pinckney at Philadelphia to make the necessary arrange- 
ments for the provisional army. 



278 Washington after the Revolution, 1798. 

Street (M rs White's 1 ) by them & the Horse." — Washington's 
Diary. 

11 November 12. — Lieutenant General WASHINGTON Commander in 
Chief of the Armies of the United States, arrived here on Saturday morn- 
ing last [November 10], escorted by the different troops of horse — and, 
notwithstanding the short notice which had been given the [Macpherson] 
Blues, almost the whole of that corps, with an alacrity which does them 
honor, were drawn up on the commons, 2 to receive their beloved General. 

" On his arrival, the cavalry and infantry were drawn up, and the Gen- 
eral, having passed in review down their front, is said to have expressed the 
highest satisfaction at their soldierly and elegant appearance. The proces- 
sion then moved from the commons, the General accompanied by his sec- 
retary Mr. Lear, in the centre of the cavalry. On his arrival at his lodgings 
in Eighth-street, he was saluted by the acclamations of the citizens who 
had collected once more to behold their Chief. The General was dressed 
in his uniform, and is apparently in good health and spirits. 7 ' — Claypoole's 
American Daily Advertiser. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11. 

At Philadelphia: " November 11, 12, & 13.— Dined at my 
Lodgings receiving many Visits." — Washington's Diary. 

"November 14. 3 — Dined at Maj r [William] Jackson's [187 South Third 
Street]. November 15. — Dined at M r Tench Francis's [Market between 
Eleventh and Twelfth Streets]. November 16. — Dined at the Secret? of the 
Treasy [Oliver "Wolcott, Junior, 91 Spruce Street]. November 17. — Dined 
at M r [Thomas] "Willings [100 South Third Street]. November 18.— Dined 
at my lodgings. November 19. — Dined at Doct r Whites — Bishop [of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church of Pennsylvania, 89 Walnut Street], Novem- 
ber 20. — Dined at the Secretary of Wars [James McHenry, 113 South Third 
Street]. November 21. — Dined at Maj r Keeds — Senator's [Jacob Kead, of 
South Carolina, corner of Eleventh and Chestnut Streets]. November 22. 
— Dined at M r [William] Binghams [South Third, near Spruce Street], 
November 23. — Dined at M r Sam 1 Merediths Treasurer [of the United States, 
171 Chestnut Street] . November 24, — Dined at the Secretary of States [Timo- 

1 "Kosannah White, widow, boarding house, 9 north eighth street." — 
Philadelphia Directory, 1798. 

2 The vacant ground west of the built-up portion of the city was known as 
the commons. 

3 " November 14. — We are informed, that the governor as commander in 
chief of the state militia, attended by the officers of the city and county 
brigades, will pay their respects to the Commander in chief of the armies of 
the United States at 10 o'clock this forenoon." — Claypoole's American Daily 
Advertiser. 
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thy Pickering, corner of Sixth and Arch Streets]. November 25. — Dined at 
my Lodgings. November 26. — Dined at the Presidents of the U : States 
[190 High Street]. 1 November 27. — Dined in a family with M> [Kobert] 
Morris. 2 November 28. — Dined with Judge [Eichard] Peters [85 Walnut 
Street]. November 29. — Dined with the British Minister [Robert Liston, 
217 Arch Street]. November 30.— Dined with the Gov r of the State Gov r 
Mifflin [250 High Street]. December 1.— Dined with M* [William] Rawle 
[260 High Street]. December 2. — Dined with Bingham. Prom hence 
until my leaving the City on the 13 I dined at my lodgings." — Washing- 
ton's Diary. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4. 

At Philadelphia : " December 6.— Last Tuesday [December 
4] the Potawatamy, Chippawa, and Ottawa Chiefs paid their 
respects to the President of the United States, and to Lieu- 
tenant General Washington." — Claypoole's American Daily 
Advertiser. 

SATUKDAY, DECEMBER 8. 

At Philadelphia: Present at the delivery of the Presi- 
dent's address to both Houses, Third Session, Fifth Con- 
gress. 

" At twelve o'clock, Lieutenant General Washington, with his Secretary, 
Colonel Lear, Major Generals [Charles Cotesworth] Pinckney and [Alex- 
ander] Hamilton, entered the Hall [of the House of Eepresentatives], 
and took their places on the right of the Speaker's Chair. The British 
and Portuguese Ministers, and the British and Danish Consuls, with the 
Secretaries, had their places assigned them on the left of the Chair. 

" A few minutes after twelve, the President of the United States, 
accompanied by his Secretary, and the Heads of the several Departments of 
the Government, appeared. The President having taken his seat, and the 
officers of Government theirs, near the general officers, he rose and ad- 
dressed the two Houses." — Journal of Congress. 



1 No. 190 High or Market Street was the house occupied by Washington 
when residing in Philadelphia. 

2 Kobert Morris was imprisoned for debt February 16, 1798, and was not 
released until August 26, 1801. This family dinner must therefore have 
taken place in the debtors' apartment of the Old Walnut Street Prison at 
Sixth and Walnut Streets. The debtors' apartment was situated on the 
north side of Prune, now Locust, Street, east of Sixth Street. The buildings 
were taken down in 1836. 
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14. 

Leaves Philadelphia: "December 14. — After dinner set 
out on my journey home — Reached Chester." — Washing- 
ton's Diary. 

"December 15.— Yesterday morning Lieut. Gen. WASHINGTON left 
this city, on his journey to Mount Vernon, Virginia. The General was 
accompanied by his Secretary, Col. Lear." — ClaypooWs American Daily 
Advertiser. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15. 

At Elkton: "December 15. — Breakfasted at Wilmington 
bated at Christiana — and dined and lodged at Elkton." — 
Washington's Diary. 

"December 16. — Set out after a very early breakfast; — and was detained 
at Susquehanna from 10 Oclock until the next morning— partly by Ice and 
Winds — but principally by the Lowness of the tides occasioned by the N° 
Westerly Winds. December 17.— Breakfasted at Barney's — bated at Hart- 
ford — Dined at Webster's and Lodged at Baltimore." — Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18. 

At Washington City: "December 18. — Breakfasted at 
Spurriers — dined at Rhodes's — and lodged at M r Laws in the 
Federal City." — Washington's Diary. 

" We had an invitation to dine with Doctor Thornton [at Washington 
City] : and the Doctor having a public dinner on that day, I got introduced 
to many respectable characters ; and among the rest to Mr. Law, a gentle- 
man married to the granddaughter of Mrs. Washington. Mr. Law is an 
Englishman, and brother to Lord Ellenborough. He gave Colonel Lyles 
and myself an invitation to go to sleep at his house ; but we were prevented 
by General Washington coming to sleep there that night, and Colonel Lear, 
his Secretary. I had, however, the gratification to be introduced to the 
General j and Colonel Lyles being a neighbour and a particular acquaint- 
ance of his, a most pleasing evening I spent. The General was quite 
sociable, and received me very kindly. After supper, at nine o'clock the 
General went to bed, as that was his hour ; for the supper in most houses 
being tea, and some broiled fish, sausages, steaks, &c, it is generally intro- 
duced between six and seven o'clock, which was done that evening. Doctor 
Thornton, Colonel Lyles, Mr. Law, and myself, sat some hours after ; and 
the Colonel and I went to sleep at a tavern in the city, which was kept by 
an Englishman named Tunnercliffe. We were asked the next morning to 
breakfast at Mr. Law's, with the General ; which we did: and the General 
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gave me a most kind invitation to go to see him in a few days. 1 After 
breakfast, lie set off in his carriage for Mount Vernon." — Richard Park- 
inson, Tour in America in 1798, etc. London : 1805. Vol. I. p. 59. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19. 

At Mount Vernon: "December 19.— Stopped at Doct r 
Thornton's and M r Peter's & dined at home." — Washington's 
Diary. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24. 

At Mount Vernon : " December 24. — Doct r Craik came to 
D[inner] & Judge Cushing & lady in the Afternoon — as did 
a M r Dinsmoor Agent in the Cherokee Country on his way 
to Philadelphia." — Washington's Diary. 

"We reached Mount Vernon," wrote the wife of Judge Cushing, in 
February, 1799, " the evening before Christmas, and if any thing could have 
added to our enjoyment, it was the arrival of General and Mrs. Pinckney 
the next day, while we were dining. 2 You may be sure it was a joyful 
meeting, and at the very place my wishes had pointed out. To be in the 
company of so many esteemed friends, to hear our good General Washing- 
ton converse upon political subjects without reserve, and to hear General 
and Mrs. Pinckney relate what they saw and heard in France, was truly a 
feast to me. Thus the moments glided away for two days, when our reason 
pointed out the propriety of our departing and improving the good roads, 
as the snow and frost had made them better than they are in summer." — 
Lossing's Mount Vernon, p. 309. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 26. 

At Mount Vernon: "I returned a few days ago from 
Philadelphia, whither I had been for the purpose of making 
military arrangements with the Secretary of War, respect- 

1 Mr. Parkinson, referring to the visit to Mount Vernon made in conse- 
quence of this invitation from Washington, says, " I dined with him ; and 
he showed me several presents that had been sent him, viz. swords, china, 
and among the rest the key of the Bastille. I spent a very pleasant day in 
the house, as the weather was so severe that there were no farming objects 
to see, the ground being covered with snow. The General wished me to 
stay all night j but having some other engagements, I declined his kind 
offer." 

2 " December 25. — Gen 1 Pinckney Lady & daughter came to dinner." — 
Washington's Diary. 
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ing the force which is about to be raised." — Washington to 
William Vans Murray. 

THUKSDAY, DECEMBER 27. 

At Mount Vernon : " December 27. — The following Gen- 
tlemen dined here the 27 th viz — Mess" W m Fitzhugh — W m 
Herbert Potts — Wilson— -Doct r Craik & Son Geo : Wash- 
ington Craik, Heath & Doct r Greenhow of Richmond." — 
Washington's Diary. 

1799. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16. 

At Mount Eagle: " January 20. — On Wednesday last 
[January 16] M rs Washington & myself took a family dinner 
at Mount Eagle 1 — and left all the family in good health & 
Spirits in the afternoon — Miss Custis was, at that time, with 
her mother [Mrs. Stuart], at Hope Park, or she would have 
accompanied us on that visit." — Washington to Bryan Fair- 
fax. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 23. 

At Mount Vernon : " Your letter of the 10 th instant I re- 
ceived in Alexandria, on Monday, whither I went to become 
the guardian of Nelly, thereby to authorize a license for your 
nuptials on the 22 d of next month." — Washington to Lawrence 
Lewis. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10. 

At Mount Vernon : u February 10. — Wind shifted in the 
Night to N. W. blew fresh & turned cold — Mer at 30 in 
the morning & 34 at Night — clear all day." — Washington's 
Diary. 

Washington's custom of recording the state of the weather will be 
noticed in nearly all of his diaries. Indeed, one kept at Philadelphia in 

1 Mount Eagle, on the old road from Alexandria to Mount Vernon, was 
the home of Bryan Fairfax, rector of Christ Church, Alexandria, 1790- 
1792, and afterward Lord Fairfax. The house is still standing. At the 
date of the above-quoted letter Mr. Fairfax was in England on a visit. 
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1796, with the exception of two entries, one referring to receiving the 
national colors of France from M. Adet on January 1, and the other to 
George Washington Craik having joined him as private secretary on April 
12, is entirely devoted to that subject. This diary, the handwriting of 
which is peculiarly neat and distinct, is in the possession of the Histori- 
cal Society of Pennsylvania. It runs from January 1 to June 21. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11. 

At Alexandria : " February 11. — Went up to Alexandria 
to the celebration of my birth day — Many Manoeuvres were 
performed by the Uniform Corps — and an elegant Ball & 
supper at Night. February 12. — Returned home." — Wash- 
ington's Diary. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16. 

At Mount Vernon : " February 16. — M r and M rs Peters 
came to -dinner. February 18. — M rs Stuart and her 3 daugh- 
ters l came here in the afternoon." — Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19. 

At Mount Vernon : " You will please to grant a license for 
the marriage of Eleanor Parke Oustis with Lawrence Lewis, 
and this shall be your authority for so doing." — Washington 
to Captain George Deneale, Clerk of Fairfax County Court, 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21. 

At Mount Vernon : " February 21. — M r Ch s Carter wife 
& daughter came to dinner — & M r Rob* Lewis in the After- 
noon." — Washington's Diary. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22. 

At Mount Vernon : " February 22.— The Rev d M r Davis 
& M r Geo : Calvert came to dinner & Miss Custis was mar- 
ried ab* Candle light to M r Law 6 Lewis." — Washington's 
Diary. 

11 An event occurred on the twenty-second of February 1799, that, while 
it created an unusual bustle in the ancient halls, shed a bright gleam of 
sunshine on the last days at Mount Yernon. It was the marriage of Major 

1 By her second marriage Mrs. Stuart had seven children, — five daughters 
and two sons. 
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Lewis, a favorite nephew, with the adopted daughter of the chief. It was 
the wish of the young bride that the general of the armies of the United 
States should appear in the splendidly embroidered uniform (the costume 
assigned him by the board of general officers) in honor of the bridal ; but 
alas, even the idea of wearing a costume bedizened with gold embroidery, 
had never entered the mind of the chief, he being content with the old Con- 
tinental blue and buff, while the magnificent white plumes presented to 
him by Major-General Pinckney he gave to the bride, preferring the old 
Continental cocked hat, with the plain black-ribbon cockade, a type of the 
brave old days of '76." — George Washington Parke Custis, Recollec- 
tions of Washington. 



MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25. 

At Mount Vernon : " February 25. — River nearly closed 
with Ice.— M r L : Lee M rs Lee & Miss French — M r Herbert, 
M r Jn° Herbert & Miss Herbert.— Doct r Craik & M r G. W. 
Craik — Miss Fitzhugh Miss Moly Fitzhngh & Miss Chew — 
& Col Fitzgerald dined here & returned." — Washington's 
Diary. 



"February 26.— M w Potts— M" Fendall— M r And* Ramsay & Wife— 
M r "W m Ramsay — M r Edm d Lee & Sister Lucy— and M r Hodgden dined 
here & returned — and M r Bushrod Washington came in the afternoon. 
February 27. — M r Thomson Mason & Wife and M r Nicholls & Wife dined 
here & returned." — Washington's Diary. 



SUNDAY, MARCH 3. 

At Mount Vernon: ''March 3.— M M Stuart & her 3 
daughters (Stuarts) and M 1 & M" Peters went away after 
breakfast. March 4. — M r & M rs Carter went away after 
Breakfast. March 6. — M r & M M Law went away to day." 
— Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 81. 

At Mount Vernon : " M r Lewis & Nelly Custis fulfilled 
their matrimonial engagement on the 22 d of February. In 
consequence the former, havg. relinquished the lapp of Mars 
for the Sports of Venus, has declined a Military appoint- 
ment." — Washington to Charles Cotesworth Pinckney. 
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WEDNESDAY, APEIL 3. 

At Four Mile Eun : * ".April 3. — Went up to four mile 
Eun to Eun round my land there— Got on the gr d about 
10 Oclock and in Company with Capt n Terret and M r Luke 
commenced the Survey on 4 mile run & ran agreeably to 
the Notes taken — In the evening went to Alex a & lodged 
my self at M r Fitzhugh's."— Washington's Diary. 

" April 4. — Eecommenced the Survey at the upper end where we left off 
in company with Col [Charles] Little — Capt n Sterret and M r Will m Adams 
— & cont d it agreeably to the Notes until we came to 4 Mile run again 
which employed us until dark — Eeturned to Alex a and again lodged at M r 
Fitzhughs. April 5. — Eeturned home to Breakfast." — Washington's Diary. 

FEIDAY, APEIL 12. 

At Mount Vernon : " April 12. — Spread Plaster of Paris 
this Morning on the circle & sides before the door — & on 
the Lawn to the Cross Path betw n the Garden gates — & on 
the Clover by the Stable." — Washington's Diary. 

WEDNESDAY, APEIL 24. 

At Alexandria : " April 24. — Went up to Alex a to an 
Election of a Representative from the District to Congress 
& from the County to the State Legisla 6 ." — Washington's 
Diary. 

MONDAY, APEIL 29. 

At Four Mile Run : " April 29. — Went up to run round 
my land on 4 Mile run. Lodged at Col Littles [at Alex- 
andria]. April 30. — Engaged on the same business as yes- 
terday & returned home in the afternoon." — Washington's 
Diary. 

TUESDAY, MAY 14. 

At Mount Vernon : " May 14. — Maj r W m Harrison came 
here to dinner. May 15. — M r Thomson Mason came here 
to breakfast and attended Maj r Harrison & me on the 

1 Four Mile Eun empties into the Potomac about three miles above Alex- 
andria. See note to May 4, 1786. 
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Survey of the latters land & both dined here, as did a M r 
Season." — Washington's Diary. 

John Searson, whose visit to Mount Yernon is noted in the Diary under 
the name of Season, was the author of a disjointed composition (the result 
of this visit), entitled " MOUNT VEBNON, A POEM: Being the seat 
of his excellency George Washington, in the STATE OE VIKGHSTIA ; 
Lieutenant-general and commander in chief of the land forces of the United 
States of America. This rural, romantic and descriptive Poem of the seat 
of so great a character, it is hoped may please, with a copper-plate likeness 
of the General. It was taken from an actual view on the spot by the 
author, 15th May, 1799. BY JOHN SEAKSON, formerly of Philadel- 
phia, merchant.' ' This remarkable attempt at verse was published at Phil- 
adelphia in September of the same year. 

THURSDAY, MAY 16. 

At Alexandria : " May 16. — "Went up to Alexandria to 
the Purse Race, & returned in the Evening M r Law & Doct r 
Thornton here." — Washington's Diary. 

THUESDAY, MAY 23. 

At Mount Vernon: "May 23.— M r Tho s Adams third 
son to the President & M r Joshua Johnson, Lady & son 
came to din r ." — Washington's Diary. 

FKIDAY, MAY 31. 

At Washington City : " May 31.— Went up to the Fed 1 
City — dined & lodged with M r Peter. June 1. — Dined & 
lodged at M r Laws. June 2. — Returned home to dinner — 
tak g Church at Alex a in my way." — Washington's Diary. 

Edward C. McGuire on page 154 of his work, entitled " The Eeligious 
Opinions and Character of Washington," 1 quotes the following narrative 
" from a valued female friend, now [1836] numbered with the dead," which 
evidently refers to "Washington's attendance at Christ Church, Alexandria, 
on Sunday, June 2, recorded in the Diary. " In the summer of 1799," said 
Mrs. M., "I was in Alexandria, on a visit to the family of Mr. H., with 
whom I was connected by the ties of relationship. Whilst there, I ex- 
pressed a wish to see General Washington, as I had never enjoyed that 
pleasure. My friend Mrs. H. observed, * You will certainly see him on 
Sunday, as he is never absent from church when he can get there ; and as 
he often dines with us, we will ask him on that day, when you will have a 

1 Published at New York in 1836. 
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better opportunity of seeing him.' Accordingly, we all repaired to church 
on Sunday, and seated in Mr. H's large double pew, I kept my eyes upon 
the door, looking for the venerable form of him I had so long desired to see. 
Many persons entered the doors, but none came up to my impressions of 
General "Washington's appearance. At length, a person of noble and ma- 
jestic figure entered, and the conviction was instantaneous that I beheld the 
Father of his Country. It was so ! — my friend at that moment intimated 
the fact to me. He walked to his pew, at the upper part of the church, 
and demeaned himself throughout the services of the day with that gravity 
and propriety becoming the place and his own high character. After the 
services were concluded we waited for him at the door, for his pew being 
near the pulpit he was among the last that came out — when Mrs. H. invited 
him to dine with us. He declined, however, the invitation, observing, as 
he looked at the sky, that he thought there were appearances of a thunder- 
storm in the afternoon, and he believed he would return home to dinner." 

THURSDAY, JUNE 20. 

At Mount Vernon : " June 20. — The following company 
dined here— Chief-Justice of the XL S. Ellsworth, M r & M rs 
Steer Sen r — M r & M rs Steer Jun r M r Van Havre— M r & 
M rs Ludwell Lee— M rs Corbin Washington M r & M rs Hodgson 
& Miss Cor Lee M r & M M Geo. Calvert and a Capt u Hamilton 
& Lady from the Bahama Islands." — Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 25. 

At Mount Vernon : " Your favor of the 18th of Septem- 
ber last, with the small box containing four pairs of prints, 
came safe to hand, but long after the date of the letter." — 
Washington to John Trumbull. 

In April, 1790, Washington subscribed to four sets of engravings after 
Trumbull's pictures, "The Battle of Bunker Hill" and "The Death of 
General Montgomery.' 7 They were published in London, the former exe- 
cuted by J. G-. Muller, of Stutgard, G-ermany, and the latter by J. F. 
Clemens, of Copenhagen, Denmark. These are the four pairs of prints 
referred to in the above letter. 

THURSDAY, JULY 4. 

At Alexandria : " July 4. — Went up to Alex a and dined 
with a number of the Citizens there, in celebration of the 
anniversary of the declaration of american Independ 6 at 
Kemps Tavern." — Washington's Diary. 
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"Alexandria, July 6. — The 23d anniversary of the American Indepen- 
dence was celebrated in this town with the greatest harmony and decorum. 
The military commands agreeably to orders previously given, mustered in 
the court house square, and the line was formed in Fairfax street. After 
going through the manual, which was performed with the strictest exacti- 
tude, Col. John Fitzgerald, accompanied by John Potts, Esq., passed the 
line in review, and expressed his satisfaction at their military and elegant 
appearance. The battalion then marched, by sections, up King street, and 
formed the line there to receive their beloved Chief General George 
Washington. On his passing the line the usual military honors were 
paid ; and it is with pleasure I remark, that the Cincinnatus of America 
appeared in excellent health and good spirits. 

" Lieutenant General Washington dined at Col. Kemp's tavern, with a 
select party of friends." — Claypoole's American Daily Advertiser, July 11. 

TUESDAY, JULY 9. 

At Mount Vernon : On this day "Washington executed 
his Last "Will and Testament, consisting of twenty-nine 
pages of manuscript, written entirely by himself; and at the 
bottom of each, with the exception of page twenty-three, he 
affixed his signature. To this he added a schedule with 
descriptive notes of the property included in the will, which 
was directed to be sold, making thirteen additional pages. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 17. 

At Mount Vernon : " July 17. — Colonels Powell & Simms 
and M r Herbert — and Judge Washington 1 Capt n Blackburn 
& M r H. Turner dined here — the three first went away in 
the afternoon. July 18. — Slow rain with the wind at S° E* 
& cont d until I went to bed a 9 oclock. . . . Capt n Black- 
burn went away after breakfast. July 19. — Judge Wash- 
ington & M r H. Turner left this after dinner." — Washington's 
Diary. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 5. 

At George Town : " August 5. — Went up to George Town, 
to a general meeting of the Potomac Company — dined at 
the "Union Tavern & lodged at Mr. Laws. August 6. — 

1 Bushrod "Washington was commissioned an Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, December 20, 1798. 
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Returned home to dinner — found Gen 1 W m Washington 1 of 
S° Carolina and Son here." — Washington's Diary, 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7. 

At Mount Vernon : " August 7. — The following Gentle- 
men dined here — viz. Col Fitzgerald — Doct r Craik & son 
— M r W m Craik— M r Herbert & Son Jn° C. Herbert— Col 
Ramsay— M r Potts— M r Edm d Lee— M r Keith— Lieut Kean 
of the Marines — and M r Ch s Fenton Mercer. August 8. — 
Gener 1 Washington & son went away after breakfast." — 
Washington's Diary. 

SATUKDAY, AUGUST 24. 

At Mount Vernon : " August 24. — M r White came to din- 
ner — as did 4 Gentlemen from Phil a viz — Young M r Mere- 
dith (son of the Treasurer) M r Clifton, a M r Walter & 

the 4 last returned after dinner." — Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBEE 1. 

At Mount Vernon : " September 1. — Doct r Craik dined 
here — sent for to M rs Washington who was sick. Septem- 
ber 6. — Doct r Craik who was sent for in the night to M rs 
Washington came early this morning." — Washington's Diary. 

SATUKDAY, SEPTEMBEE 7. 

At Mount Vernon : " September 7.— M r & M rs Peter and 
Gen 1 Washington came in the afternoon. September 8. — 
Gen 1 Washington went away after breakfast — & M r & M rs 
Law came to dinner." — Washington's Diary. 

THUESDAY, SEPTEMBEE 12. 

At Mount Vernon : " September 12.— Cap : Truxton [Thomas 
Truxtun] came to dinner." — Washington's Diary. 

1 Colonel William Washington, a distinguished cavalry officer in the 
Eevolution, was appointed a brigadier-general July 19, 1798. He was 
born in Stafford County, Virginia, February 28, 1752, and was a descendant 
of Lawrence Washington the Immigrant. G-eneral William Washington 
died at Charleston, South Carolina, March 6, 1810. 

Vol. xxi.— 20 
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBEE 22. 

At Mount Yernon : " The death of near relations always 
produces awful and affecting emotions, under whatsoever 
circumstances it may happen. That of my brother [Charles] 
has been so long expected, and his latter days so uncom- 
fortable to himself, must have prepared all around him for 
the stroke, though painful in the effect. 

" I was the first, and am, now, the last of my father's chil- 
dren by the second marriage, who remain. When I shall be 
called upon to follow them is known only to the Giver of Life. 
When the summons comes I shall endeavor to obey it with 
a good grace."— Washington to Colonel Burgess Ball. 



EEIDAY, SEPTEMBEE 27. 

At Mount Vernon : " September 27. — Governor Davie on 
his way to the Northward to Embark as Envoy to France 
called, dined & proceeded on." — Washington's Diary. 



William Eichardson Davie, Governor of North Carolina in 1798, was ap- 
pointed in conjunction with Oliver Ellsworth and William Yans Murray, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to France. The envoys 
reaching Paris in March, 1800, found Napoleon Bonaparte at the head of the 
new republic, and soon concluded a satisfactory adjustment of all disputes. 
The result of which was the convention signed September 30, 1800, which 
included a recognition from Prance of the rights of neutral vessels, and an 
indemnity for depredations on American commerce. 



TUESDAY, OCTOBEE 1. 

At Mount Vernon : " October 1. — M rs Fairfax sister and 
daughter— and M rs Herbert & M rs Nelson— M r Jn° Herbert 
& two of M rs [Warner] Washington of Fairfields Sons 
dined here." — Washington's Diary. 



TUESDAY, OCTOBEE 22. 

At Mount Vernon : " October 22. — M r Liston (British 
Minister) & lady came to dinner. October 25. — M r and M rs 
Liston left this after breakfast." — Washington's Diary. 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 28. 

At Mount Vernon : " October 28. — M r Ridout an English 
Gentleman and his Lady dined here as did M r G. W. Craik 
— M r Lear set out for Harper's Ferry to make some arrange- 
ment with Col Parker respecting Cantoning the Troops." 

— Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5. 

At Difficult Run, Virginia : " November 5. — Set out on 
a trip to Difficult Run to view some Land I had there & 
some belonging to M r Jn° Gill who had offered it to me in 
discharge of Rent which he was owing me — Dined at M r 
Nicholas Fitzhughs and lodged at M r Corbin Washingtons. 
November 6. — Set out from thence after 8 Ocl k being detained 
by sprinkling Rain, & much appearance of it until that 
hour — reached Wiley's Tavern near Difficult Bridge to 
Breakfast and then proceeded to Survey my own Land." 

— Washington's Diary. 

In the notes to the schedule of property directed to he sold hy his execu- 
tors, the land on Difficult Run, Loudoun County (three hundred acres), is 
described as follows : " It lyes on the great Road from the City of Wash- 
ington, Alexandria and George Town to Leesburgh & Winchester, at Diffi- 
cult bridge — nineteen miles from Alexandria — less from the City & George 
Town, and not more than three from Matildaville at the Great Palls of 
Potomac." 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7. 

At Difficult Run : " November 7. — Finished Surveying my 
own Tract & the Land belonging to Gill — returning, as the 
Night before to Wiley's Tavern. November 8. — Morning 
very heavy and about 9 oclock it commenced Raining which 
it continued to do steadily through the day — notwithstanding 
which I proceeded to ascertain by actual measurement the 
qualities [ ? quantities] — this being finished betw n 12 & 1 
oclock I returned to Wiley's Tavern & stayed there the 
remainder of the day." — Washington's Diary. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9. 

At Washington City : ^November 9.— Morning & whole 
day clear warm & pleasant set out a little after 8 oclock — 
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viewed my building in the Fed 1 City — Dined at M r Laws — 
& lodged at M r Tho s Peter's. November 10. — Keturned home 
about noon." — Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBEK 12. 

At Mount Vernon : " M rs Washington and myself have 
been honoured by your polite invitation to the Assemblies 
at Alexandria this winter, and thank you for this mark of 
attention. But, alas ! our dancing days are no more. We 
wish, however, all those who have relish for so agreeable 
and innocent an amusement all the pleasures the season 
will afford." — Washington to the Gentlemen of the Alexandria 
Assemblies. 

EKIDAY, NOVEMBER 15. 

At Mount Eagle : " November 15. — Rode to visit M r now 
Lord Fairfax who was just got home from a Trip to Eng- 
land — ret d to dinner." — Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17. 

At Alexandria : " November 17. — Went to Church in 
Alexandria & dined with M r Fitzhugh." — Washington's 
Diary. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22. 

At Mount Vernon: "November 22. — Col Carrington 1 & 
Lady came in the aftern 11 . November 23. — Col Carrington 
& Lady went away after Breakfast." — Washington's Diary. 

"Mount Vernon, November 22. — We arrived at this venerable mansion 
in perfect safety, where we are experiencing every mark of hospitality and 
kindness that the good old General's continued friendship to Colonel Car- 
rington could lead us to expect. His reception of my husband was that of 

1 Colonel Edward Carrington, a Virginian by birth (February 11, 1749), 
was Quartermaster-General under General Greene in the Ee volution. He 
commanded the artillery and did good service at the battle of Hobkirk's 
Hill, April 24, 1781, and also at Yorktown. He was a member of Con- 
gress 1785-86, and was foreman of the jury in Burr's trial for treason in 
1807. Colonel Carrington died at Kichmond, Virginia, October 28, 1810. 
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a brother. He took us each by the hand, and, with a warmth of expression 
not to be described, pressed mine, and told me that I had conferred a favor 
never to be forgotten in bringing his old friend to see him ; then, bidding a 
servant to call the ladies, entertained us most facetiously till they ap- 
peared." — Mrs. Edward Carrington to Mrs. George Fisher. 1 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBEK 27. 

At Mount Vernon: "November 27. — Doct r Craikwho was 
sent for to M M Lewis (& who was delivered of a daughter 
ab* — oclock in the forenoon) came to Breakfast & stayed 
dinner." — Washington's Diary. 

THTJKSDAY, ITOYEMBEK 28. 

At Mount Vernon : " November 28. — Col & M rB Carring- 
ton came to Dinner. November 30. — Col & M re Carrington 
went away after BV — Washington's Diary. 

u Mount Vernon. — After visiting my numerous friends, we returned to 
this revered mansion. . . . Everything within doors is neat and elegant 
but nothing remarkable, except the paintings of different artists which have 
been sent as specimens of their talents. I think there are five portraits of 
the General, some done in Europe and some done in America, that do honor 
to the painters. There are other specimens of the fine arts from various 
parts of the world, that are admirably executed and furnish pleasant con- 
versation. Besides these, there is a complete greenhouse, which at this 
season is a vast, a great source of pleasure. Plants from every part of the 
world seem to flourish in this neatly finished apartment, and from the 
arrangement of the whole I conclude that it is managed by a skillful hand, 
but whose I cannot tell : neither the General nor Mrs. Washington seem 
more interested in it than their visitors. We have met with no company 
here, but am told that scarcely a week passes without some, and often more 
than is agreeable or convenient. Transient persons, who call from curi- 
osity, are treated with civility, but never interfere with the order of the 
house, or with the General's disposition of time, which is as regular as when 
at the head of the army or in the President's chair. Even friends who 
make a point of visiting him are left much to themselves ; indeed, scarcely 
see him from breakfast to dinner, unless he engages them in a ride, which 
is very agreeable to him. But from dinner to tea our time is most charm- 
ingly spent ; indeed, one evening the General was so fascinating, and drew 
my husband out into so many old stories relating to several campaigns 
where they had been much together, and had so many inquiries to make 
respecting their mutual friends, particularly Kosciusko and Pulaski, who 
have always corresponded with Colonel Carrington, whose characters afford 

1 Anne Ambler, a sister of Mrs. Edward Carrington. 
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great interest, that it was long past twelve when we separated, At break- 
fast I feel quite at home, everything is so plain." — Mrs. Edward Carring- 
ton to Mrs. George Fisher. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1. 

At Mount Vernon : " December 1. — Morning clear & but 
little W d — that Southerly — Mer 26 — Lowering towards 
evening — Mer 36. — M r Foot dined here." — Washington's 
Diary. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 2. 

At Mount Vernon : " December 2. — Eained in the Night- 
Morning heavy — Wind Southerly — and Mer at 36. — after- 
noon calm & less clouded — Mer 38 — Lord Fairfax, Lady, 
Daughter & Miss Dennison dined here." — Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3. 

At Mount Vernon : " December 3. — Morning extremely 
foggy — Mer at 38 and wind what there was of it Southerly 
— Ab* 2 oclock the fog dispelled and it became extremely 
pleasant — M rB Stuart & daughters went away after break- 
fast." 1 — Washington's Diary. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4. 

At Mount Vernon : " December 4. — Morning clear — Wind 
at £T° W* and Mer at 36 — From 10 oclock until 2 very like 
for Snow — it then cleared & became mild & pleasant Mer 38 
at N" :" — Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5. 

At Mount Vernon : " December 5. — Morning raining, and 
it continued to do so moderately through the day with the 
Wind at S° E'— Mer 38 in the Morning & 36 at Night."— 
Washington's Diary. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6. 

At Mount Vernon : " December 6. — Morning heavy, with 
appearances of clearing now & then, but about 2 o'clock it 

1 "November 21. — M rB Stuart and the two eldest Miss Stuarts came here 
to dinner." — Washington's Diary. 
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set in to raining — Mer 34 in the Morning & 37 at Night." 

— Washington's Diary. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7. 

At Mount Eagle: "December 7. — Rainy Morning, with 
the wind at N° E* & Mer at 37 — afternoon clear & pleasant 
wind westerly — Mer 41 at Night — dined at Lord Fairfax's." 

— Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8. 

At Mount Vernon: "December 8. — Morning perfectly 
clear, calm and pleasant; but about 9 o'clock the wind 
came from the N° W* and blew fresh. Mer 38 in the Morn- 
ing — and 40 at Night." — Washington's Diary. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 9. 

At Mount Vernon: "December 9. — Morning clear & 
pleasant, with a light wind from ~N° W* Mer at 33 — pleasant 
all day — afternoon Calm Mer 39 at Night — M r Howell Lewis 
& wife set off on their return home after breakfast — and M r 
Law 8 Lewis and "Washington Custis on a journ 7 to N: 
Kent." — Washington's Diary. 

James K. Paulding, in his " Life of Washington" 1 (Vol. II. p. 195), 
gives a statement made to him personally by one of the favorite nephews of 
"Washington, describing his last parting with the General. This nephew 
was doubtless Howell Lewis, who, by the above-quoted entry in the Diary, 
left Mount Vernon on December 9, after a ten days' visit. The statement is 
as follows : 

cc During this, my last visit to the general, we walked together about the 
grounds, and talked of various improvements he had in contemplation. 
The lawn was to be extended down to the river in the direction of the old 
vault, which was to be removed on account of the inroads made by the roots 
of the trees, with which it is crowned, which caused it to leak. * I intend 
to place it there,' said he, pointing to the spot where the new vault stands. 
1 First of all, I shall make this change ; for after all, I may require it before 
the rest.' 

11 When I parted from him, he stood on the steps of the front door, where 
he took leave of myself and another, and wished us a pleasant journey, as 
I was going to Westmoreland on business. It was a bright frosty morning, 

1 Published at New York in 1835. 
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he had taken his usual ride, and the clear healthy flush on his cheek, and 
his sprightly manner, Drought the remark from both of us that we had 
never seen the general look so well. I have sometimes thought him 
decidedly the handsomest man I ever saw ; and when in lively mood, so 
full of pleasantry, so agreeable to all with whom he associated, that I could 
hardly realize that he was the same Washington whose dignity awed all 
who approached him. 

" A few days afterwards, being on my way home in company with others, 
while we were conversing about Washington, I saw a servant rapidly 
riding towards us. On his near approach, I recognised him as belonging to 
Mount Yernon. He rode up — his countenance told the story — he handed 
me a letter. Washington was dead !" 



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10. 

At Mount Vernon: "December 10. — Morning clear & 
calm — Mer at 31 afternoon lowering — Mer at 42 and wind 
brisk from the Southward — A very large hoar frost this 
Morn g ." — Washington's Diary. 



On this day (December 10) Washington completed a plan or system, 
which had been under consideration for some time, for the management and 
cultivation of the Mount Vernon farms for several successive years. In 
this paper, which occupies thirty closely written folio pages, the most minute 
and detailed instructions are given as to the cultivation of the land, with 
tables designating the rotations of the crops. This was accompanied by a 
letter of the same date to James Anderson, his manager, with a request that 
the instructions be "most strictly and pointedly attended to and executed, 
as far as the measures required will admit." 

As an example of his remarkable powers of application and life-long 
attention to detail, and also as showing the soundness and vigor of his 
intellect at this period of his life, the document possesses considerable 
interest. 



WEDNESDAY, DECEMBEK 11. 

At Mount Yernon : " December 11. — But little wind and 
Eaining — Mer 44 in the Morning and 38 at Night. — About 
9 oclock the "Wind shifted to W° W & it ceased raining but 
cont d Cloudy. — Lord Fairfax, his Son Tho s and daughter — 
M rs Warner Washington & son Whiting — and M r Jn° Her- 
bert dined here & returned after dinner." — Washington's 
Diary. 
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THUKSDAY, DECEMBEK 12. 

At Mount Vernon : " December 12. — Morning Cloudy — 
Wind at N° E* & Mer 33 — a large circle round the Moon 
last Night. — about 1 o'clock it began to snow — soon after 
to Hail and then turned to a settled cold Eain — Mer 28 at 
Night." — Washington's Diary. 

" On Thursday, December 12, the General rode out to his farms about ten 
o'clock, and did not return home till past three. Soon after he went out, 
the weather became very bad, rain, hail, snow falling alternately, with a 
cold wind. When he came in, I carried some letters to him to frank, in- 
tending to send them to the post-office in the evening. He franked the 
letters, but said the weather was too bad to send a servant to the office that 
evening. I observed to him, that I was afraid he had got wet. He said, 
No, his great-coat had kept him dry. But his neck appeared to be wet, and 
the snow was hanging upon his hair. He came to dinner (which had been 
waiting for him) without changing his dress. In the evening he appeared 
as well as usual." — Tobias Lear. (Sparks, Vol. I. p. 655.) 

FKIDAY, DECEMBEK 13. 

At Mount Vernon : " December 13. — Morning Snowing & 
ab* 3 Inches deep 1 — Wind at N° E* & Mer at 30— cont* 
Snowing till 1 oclock — and ab* 4 it became perfectly clear 
— wind in the same place but not hard — Mer 28 at Night." — 
Washington's Diary. 



This, the final entry of the Diary of 1799, was the last 
piece of writing executed by Washington. On the follow- 
ing morning, Saturday, December 14, between two and 
three o'clock, he was taken seriously ill from a cold in- 
curred on the morning of the 12th, while taking his usual 
ride, and died that night of quinsy, between ten and eleven 
o'clock. 

iu A heavy fall of snow took place on Friday, which prevented the 
General from riding out as usual. He had taken cold, undoubtedly from 
being so much exposed the day before, and complained of a sore throat. 
He, however, went out in the afternoon into the ground between the house 
and the river to mark some trees, which were to be cut down in the im- 
provement of that spot." — Tobias Lear. 
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At three o'clock in the afternoon of Wednesday, Decem- 
ber 18, 1799, all that was mortal of George Washington, 
soldier, statesman, and patriot, the foremost man in Ameri- 
can history, was deposited with Masonic ceremonies in the 
family vault at Mount Vernon. He had passed from the 
sight of man ; but his fame, so long as virtue, truth, and 
sincerity shall be guiding principles, will increase with the 
gathering years ! 



